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1. The CHAIRMAN (United Arab Republic)? I declare open the 372nd plenary 
meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament, 

2. Mr. MULLEY (United King'dom) : I am glad to be back in Geneva in this 
Committee. I have followed the proceedings of the Committee and noted the extra 
productivity as a result of the third sitting. each week, and I have been very pleased 
to see that considerable progress has been made. Needless to say, we still have 
much work to do, and I reaffirm the desire of my Government that we should maintain 
the time-table laid down by the General Assembly and try to complete our work on the 
treaty so that it can be opened for signature at the earliest possible date. , .'. 

3. However, it is not my purpose this morning to add to the substantive debate on 
the issues of the non-proliferation treaty, for I have already made my Government's 
position clear in January (ENDC/pV.358), and my Ambassador, Mr. Porter, has given 
our view on a number of the amendments put before the Committee since then> This 
morning I wish only to make a short announcement. 

4. As many of my colleagues will already be aware, the United Kingdom Government 
announced on 19 April 1967. that it had decided to join the United States Government 
in an important new venture- the holding of a joint arms control verification 
exercise in southern England in 1968. The exercise, originally known as "Cloud 
Gap 15% has now been renamed- "Exercise First Look". It will start at.. the end. of 
June and continue until the end of September The purpose of the exercise is to 
test in the field possible means of verifying compliance with a hypothetical 
international agreement limiting conventional land and air forces. The exercise is 
not directly related to any current arms control or disarmament proposal and will not 
be concerned with nuclear weapons. 

5. We are hoping that Exercise First Look will enable us to acquire valuable 
practical experience of verification problems and techniques and so to improve our 
understanding of these matters i As previous discussions in this Committee have shown, 
the provision of effective and acceptable verification arrangements is one. of the 
keys to progress in the arms control and disarmament field, Exercise -First Look 
should therefore contribute to progress in our negotiations. 

6. We recognize that Exercise First Look will be of wide interest: and we believe 
that the members of this Committee in particular will probably wish to know something 
about it. Therefore I am very happy to invite, on behalf of the British Government, 
all the Governments represented on this Committee to send observers on a visit to 
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( Mr. Mulley, United Kingdom ) 

the exercise. Formal invitations, with details of the arrangements proposed, 
will be extended by the Foreign Office in London at a later date, when planning is 
more advanced. 

7o At present we think a visit would be most useful and informative if it were to 
«, take place in August, by which time the exercise would be well under way* Our 
,' intention is to invite each member of this Committee to send two observers, who 
could be either civilian or military, for a short visit of about one-and-a-half 
to two days, to the exercise area- During the visit a detailed briefing about 
the exercise will be provided, and there will be opportunities to watch inspecting 
teams at their work in the field. The final arrangements are still being studied; 
but we expect that the invitation will most probably be for the visit to take 
place in the week beginning 12 August. 

8. I very much hope that all the Governments participating in this Committee will 
be able to accept the invitation which my Government will be making to them and 
that they will find the experience profitable and worth while. I recognize that 
the members of the Committee will need more detailed information, and we shall do 
our best to supply that in due course. However, I thought it would be convenient 
to give them this preliminary notice at this stage. 

The Conference decided to issue the following communique : 

M The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament today 
held its 372nd plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the 
chairmanship of H.E. Embassador H. Khallaf, representative of the United Arab Republic, 
r, A statement was made by the representative of the United Kingdom. 
"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesday, 5 March 1968, 
at 10.30 a.m. 11 

The meeting rose at 10.45 a.m . 



